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2137 Law Firm positions 
including attorneys, legal 
assistants, associates, 

partners, managing partners, 
paralegals, librarians, knowledge 

management professional, CIO/CTO’s.

525 Other positions 
including marketing, 
consultants, and public 
relations professionals.

31 1 Legal Department 
positions including corporate 
counsel and compliance 
professionals.

At 360 Financial, LLC, we empower your clients to make �nancial 
decisions, allowing your case to resolve faster with less work for you.

We begin with Settlement Planning by addressing Tax 
Consequences, Minor Settlements, Needs Based Bene�ts/Special 
Needs Trusts, Medicare Set-Asides, & Quali�ed Settlement Funds.

Then we focus on Financial Planning by addressing Income/Expenses (Budgeting), 
Current/Future Needs Analysis, Education Planning, Insurance, & Estate Planning.

We �nish with Investment Options, including Cash Settlement, Structured Settlement, 
and/or a Managed Investment Account.

If you believe your clients would bene�t from a provider VOTED BEST by fellow 
Recorder readers, please give us a call!

415-592-5812
doug@360Financial.com
www.360Financial.com

Structured Settlements
________________

Investment Management

Douglas H. Arnest
President / Financial Advisor

Ca License #0G62928 Thank You

360
FINANCIAL, LLC

LETTER FROM THE PUBLISHER

Our readers have voted — they have told us which legal services provid-
ers are the best, based on their own experiences. 

Welcome to the seventh annual issue of The Recorder’s Best. The Best 
provides a list of the legal services and solutions that The Recorder’s readers 
have rated highly across multiple categories. This year, we are providing 
more context for the voting by including many of the comments that our read-
ers supplied with their ballots. We hope you use the survey results to choose 
the legal services that can help you run your business more efficiently and 
effectively. 

 

INTRODUCTION
The Recorder’s 2014 BEST survey generated responses from  2973 legal 

professionals from across the California legal market - representing indi-
viduals from every level of law firms, legal departments and legal services. 

The results reflect an engaged audience of informed professionals who are 
keenly aware of the organizations that support California’s legal community.

They jumped at the chance to share their perspectives and cast their
votes for the organizations which they feel best serve the legal marketplace.

Here’s a snapshot of the titles/functions of the respondents:

We are blown away...

berbay.com 310.405.7345

…to be ranked among the “Best” PR firms. Thank you!

“Legal service isn’t just about handling and 
managing cases and documents. I chose businesses 
that care about their clients and their clients’ clients 
(the public). They go above and beyond to make our 

lives easier and our workplaces more efficient.”

“Ratings are based on personal experience and 
performance; for the less technical services, ratings 
are based on who has lived up to expectations and 

kept open lines of communication.”

“I voted for persons and entities that I know are 
trustworthy and keep their word.  We live in the land 

of no perjury, and so doing an assessment and 
evaluation of the job’s borders and boundaries is 

essential.”

http://www.360Financial.com
http://www.berbay.com
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www.HefflerClaims.com www.HefflerClaims.com
1515 Market Street. Suite 1700. Philadelphia, PA. 19102. 

Thank you for voting Heffler 
Claims Group Best of 2014 in 

Claims Administration. 

We truly appreciate your loyalty to us  
and look forward to continuing to work 

together in the future!

Antitrust              Mass Tort

Securities  Government Enforcement    

Consumer  Employment & Labor

www.HefflerClaims.com

Headquarters: 1515 Market Street, Suite 1700 | Philadelphia, PA 19102
Additional Locations: California | New Jersey | New York | Oklahoma 

THE BEST OF 2014

Best Lawyer/Law Firm Business Development 
& Coaching Services

1. David King Keller, Keller Business Development 
Advisory Group 

2. Client Focus 

3. Callaghan & Company

“Given the intense competitiveness in 
the legal industry, business development 

is no longer an option, but the key to 
survival. David Keller’s approach to 

coaching attorneys is unique, 
personalized and highly effective.  As a 

senior marketing manager, I have 
recommended David on several 

occasions for reserved attorneys and 
low performers and seen amazing 

results.  David gives attorneys the tools 
they need to feel confident in developing 

their business.”

 “Sara Holtz (Client Focus) is an 
incredible coach—she is very effective 
particularly for women attorneys. She 
helps each lawyer unlock his or her 
business development potential.”

Best end-to-end discovery

1. FTI Technology 

2. Kroll Ontrack 

3. Symantec

We are honored 
to be chosen 
The Best Legal 
Malpractice Specialty 
Law Firm 
by our peers a

Thank you
consecutive year.

th

http://www.mpbf.com/
http://www.HefflerClaims.com
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Blatel_08_15_2014_FA_otl.indd   1 8/13/14   2:09 PM

Best Litigation Consulting Service 

1. FTI Consulting

2. Deloitte Discovery 

3. BPM

Best IP Litigation Consulting Service 

1. OnPoint Analytics 

2. DecisionQuest

3. Nathan Associates

Best Global Risk & Investment Services 

1. FTI Consulting 

2. Kroll Advisory Solutions 

3. Deloitte Financial Advisory Services LLP 

Best Case Management Solution

1. FTI Technology

2. LexisNexis Case Map 

3. Thomson Reuters Case Notebook 

Best Practice Management Software

1. LexisNexis Firm Manager 

2. ProLaw (Thomson Reuters Elite) 

3. Amicus Attorney 

“We have been managing our Firm 
with Amicus Attorney for over 10 years 

and cannot imagine life without it!”

http://www.blattel.com


6 | WEEK OF AUGUST 25, 2014 WWW.THERECORDER.COMTHE BEST 2014

WINNER The Recorder’s Best of 2014

Court Reporting       |      Record Retrieval      |      Litigation & eDiscovery Services      |      Trial Services

Best Court Reporting and Deposition Service Provider 
Thank You for selecting U.S. Legal Support as 

the Best Court Reporting and Deposition Service Provider in California!

careporting@uslegalsupport.com  |  www.uslegalsupport.com
800.993.4464

Fresno Los AngelesSacramento San Francisco Sherman Oaks Woodland HillsCosta Mesa San Diego

Best Data Recovery Services Provider

1. LexisNexis Managed Network Services 

2. Kroll Ontrack

3. Secure Data Recovery

Best Data Security Services Provider

1. Iron Mountain 

2. Symantec 

3. McAfee 

Best Document Management Services

1. Iron Mountain

2. Worldox 

3. Hewlett Packard

“My choice for Worldox as the best 
document and email management 

system is because it is affordable, works 
as advertised, and meets our 

requirements and more.”

I have learned that you must work with 
vendors that really understand your 
challenges when it comes to making 
discovery more efficient. Predictive 

coding technology is critical and 
Symantec is a leader in the field.

Best Predictive Coding Solution

1. FTI Technology

2. Symantec

3. Kroll Ontrack

http://www.uslegalsupport.com
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UC HASTINGS  

COLLEGE OF THE LAW
 E S T .  1 8 7 8

International Law at UC Hastings prepares students to compete and 
succeed on the global stage. While we are located in the entrepreneurial  
and technological heart of California, UC Hastings has reach and influence 
that touches every continent.

The International Law program is recognized as having one of the top faculty in 
the U.S. and our LL.M. in U.S. Legal Studies program (voted #1 in The Recorder’s 
2014 survey) attracts prestigious lawyers, judges, and academics from around 
the world. UC Hastings partners with an elite group of international law 
schools, giving students remarkable opportunities to study abroad. On top of 
that, our alumni network spans the globe, from East Asia to The Hague.  
Learn the many ways UC Hastings can expand your sphere of influence. 

M A D E  I N  S A N  F R A N C I S C O .  R E A DY  F O R  T H E  W O R L D .

UCHastings.edu/Global

GLOBAL

GROUNDED

http://www.uchastings.edu/global
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 At Ryder Smith Legal Search 
 we work hard to provide our clients 

 with first-class legal recruiting services. 

  Thank you for 

                recognizing us as a top
Lawyer Recruiting Firm again in 2014.

   We appreciate your business and your trust.

  Let Us Guide Your Search

415.359.5111
lee@rydersmithlegal.com   |   rydersmithlegal.com

Best Docketing & Calendaring Software

1. Westlaw Legal Calendaring 

2. Edockets 

3. ProLaw (Thomson Reuters Elite) 

Best Collaboration Software

1. Dropbox

2. SharePoint 

3. Sharefile

Best Time & Billing Solution

1. Sage Timeslips

2. LexisNexis Time Matters

3. Firm Central Time & Billing (Thomson Reuters)

Best Online Legal Research Provider

1. Westlaw Next 

2. LexisAdvance

3. Bloomberg Law 

Best Legal Research Vendor

1. Thompson Reuters Westlaw 

2. LexisNexis

3. Continuing Education of the Bar 

Best Legal Ipad Application

1. WestlawNext Ipad App

2. LexisAdvance HD 

3. Bloomberg

http://www.rydersmithlegal.com
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®

THANK YOU
TO OUR FRIENDS AND COLLEAGUES IN THE LEGAL 
COMMUNITY FOR CHOOSING PLI AS ONE OF THE BEST
CLE PROVIDERS FOR THE RECORDER’S BEST OF 2014
READER SURVEY!

800.260.4PLI | WWW.PLI.EDU

SEMINARS

WEBCASTS

0N-DEMAND

COURSE HANDBOOKS

TREATISES

ANSWER BOOKS

DISCOVER PLUS

BEST OF 2010
BEST OF 2011
BEST OF 2012
BEST OF 2013
BEST OF 2014
mcmanislaw.com

Voted #1 
in Family Law,

5 years in a row

Best Forensic Accounting Provider

1. FTI Consulting

2. Deloitte Financial

3. Ernst Young LLP 

Best Business Accounting Provider

1. FTI Consulting

2. Ernst & Young LLP 

3. Deloitte LLP 

Best Private Banking Services

1. Wells Fargo

2. JP Morgan Chase 

3. Citi Private Banking 

Best Business Bank

1. Wells Fargo 

2. Bank of America 

3. Bank of the West

Best Litigation Funding Provider

1. Peachtree Pre-Settlement 

2. Magnolia Legal Funding 

3. Excalibur Funding Program

Best Class Action Claims Administration Services

1. Gilardi & Co LLC 

2. Hefler Claims Group 

3. KCC 

http://www.pli.edu
http://www.mcmanislaw.com
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT GILARDI AND OUR  
LEGAL SETTLEMENT SERVICES, PLEASE CONTACT

JENNY TRANG AT (415) 306-4791 OR JENNY.TRANG@GILARDI.COM

Since our founding in 1984, Gilardi has administered more than 4,000 matters  
and distributed over $25 billion in assets. We are the nation’s largest,  

private full-service administrator and are solely dedicated to  
legal settlement administration and related matters.

We are honored to be recognized by  
our clients and colleagues as  

“The Best” Class Action Administrator.

Thank you for making 

your first choice.

Gilardi_10.125x13.5_TheRecorder_081314.indd   1 8/13/2014   3:32:57 PM

mailto:jenny.trang@gilardi.com
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I have been doing business with KCC 
for years and would not use another 

provider.

“I chose Gilardi & Co. as the best Class 
Action Claims Administrator because of 
their unyielding drive to be the best in all 

facets of the administration cycle.  I 
would choose them first without 

question, every time.  “

Best Commercial Real Estate Firm

1. Cushman & Wakefield 

2. CB Richard Ellis 

3. Prudential 

Best Malpractice Insurance Provider

1. Lawyers Mutual 

2. Arch Insurance Group 

3. Ahern 

Best Wealth Management Provider

1. Wells Fargo

2. First Republic 

3. Bank of Marin 

Best Court Reporting & Deposition Service Provider

1. US Legal Support 

2. Barkley Court Reporters 

3. Esquire 

1-800-232-3444 • ceb.com

Untapped Potential.
Your Practice Has

Realize it
with

CEB CLE.
• Get an advantage with the latest intelligence  

from California’s experts
• Tap into the best reference materials—

from the state’s original CLE provider
• Simplify your life—get your CLE how you 

want it: live or online
• Save substantially on CEB’s gold-standard 

CLE with a CLE passport 

PassportPassportPassport

2171Z

http://www.ceb.com
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UC HASTINGS  

COLLEGE OF THE LAW
 E S T .  1 8 7 8

GLOBAL

GROUNDED

International Law at UC Hastings prepares students to 

compete and succeed on the global stage. While we are 

located in the entrepreneurial and technological heart 

of California, UC Hastings has reach and infl uence that 

touches every continent.

M A D E  I N  S A N  F R A N C I S C O .  R E A DY  F O R  T H E  W O R L D .

UCHastings.edu/Global

“U.S. Legal’s staff is always available 
and ready to accommodate its clients, 

which is most appreciated to those of us 
rescheduling matters in a pinch.  Their 
staff all have great attitudes and are so 

appreciative of their clients.“ 

“I have used Barkley Court Reporters 
for over 11 years and they are always do 
a superb job.  I have also recommended 

them to other law firms.”

Best Courtroom Presentation

1. Cogent Legal 

2. Merrill Corp 

3. Trial Graphix

Best Jury/ Trial Consulting Services

1. FTI Consulting

2. Bonora Rountree 

3. Tara Trask & Associates

Best Deposition Video Provider

1. SF Legal Video 

2. McMahon & Associates 

3. Mottaz 

Best Online Deposition Services 

1. Esquire Solutions

2. LiveDeposition.com

3. Depositionsonline.com

Meeting 
e-discovery 
challenges with 
con�dence.

Winner in 7 Categories for  
The Recorder’s Best of 2014:

 ▪ Best End-to-End eDiscovery

 ▪ Best Litigation Consulting Services

 ▪ Best Global Risk & Investment Services

 ▪ Best Case Management Solutions

 ▪ Best Predictive Coding Solutions

 ▪ Best Forensic Accounting Provider

 ▪ Best Jury/Trial Consulting Services

www.ftitechnology.com

thebest

2014
THERECORDER

http://www.ftitechnology.com
http://www.uchastings.edu/global
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 CEB is a self-supporting program 
of the University of California 
that is cosponsored by the State 

Bar of California. Founded in 1947, 
CEB continues to set the standard 
for the finest research, writing, and 
presentation by the best and brightest lawyers in the state.

CEB's offerings now include:

•  CLE programs

•  Practice guides

•  Cases and codes

•  News and commentary

•  Forms

Find out how we can help your practice at ceb.com

Continuing Education of the Bar • California
2100 Franklin St., Suite 500
Oakland, CA 94612-3098
(510) 302-2000
www.ceb.com

thebest
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CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION PROVIDER

Introducing the                     for 2014 

ADR

Ahern

Amicus Attorney

Arch Insurance Group

Bank of America

Bar Association of San Francisco

Barkley Court Reporters

Blattel Communications

Bloomberg Law

Bothwell

CB Richard Ellis

Citi Private Banking

Cogent Legal

Continuing Education of the Bar

Cushman & Wakefi eld

Deloitte  

Economists Incorporated 

Edockets

Ernst & Young LLP

Esquire

First Republic Bank of Marin

Gilardi & Co LLC

Hampton O’Bannon

Hewlett Packard

Hudson Legal

Infi nite PR

Iron Mountain

JAMS

JP Morgan Chase

Kroll Ontrack

Lawyers Mutual

Magnolia Legal Funding

Major Lindsey & Africa

McAfee

McManis Faulkner

Mottaz

One Legal

Peachtree Pre-Settlement

Practicing Law Institute

ProLaw (TR Elite)

Prudential

Right Hat

Robert Half Legal

Ryder Smith Legal Search

Schoenberg Family Law Group

SF Legal Video

SharePoint

Sideman & Bancroft

Special Counsel 

Symantec

The Dalton Agency

University of CA Berkeley

University of CA Hastings

Wells Fargo

Western Messenger

Westlaw Next

 Esquire has been providing 
world-class deposition ser-
vices for over 25 years. With 

more than 40 offices nationwide, 
Esquire offers exceptional convenience and local support for clients, featuring 
deposition conference rooms, and video conferencing and arbitration suites. Es-
quire’s dedicated, highly skilled local court reporters ensure that each deposi-
tion goes smoothly and is of the highest quality, wherever the case takes you.

Service offerings include:

•   Easy-to-use online deposition management, scheduling and calendaring 
tools

•  Robust, secure online transcript and video repository

•  Paperless deposition technology

•  Mobile tools

•  Certifi ed real-time reporting

•  Legal video and video conferencing services

•  Translation

Esquire Deposition Solutions
44 Montgomery Street #1100
San Francisco, CA 94104
(415) 591-3333
www.esquiresolutions.com

thebest

THERECORDER
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COURT REPORTING & DEPOSITION PROVIDER

 W
elcome to the Best Hall of Fame—those companies and fi rms that have repeatedly received 
the highest ratings from our readers. These organizations have placed in the top three at 
least three times in the last 5 years. A few have ranked in the top three each and every year 

since 2010. We congratulate them and thank you for your continued support of high caliber service 
and expertise. The Recorder team also extends our appreciation to those sponsors who have made 
this section possible. 

thebest

THERECORDER
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Introducing the                     for 2014 Introducing the                     for 2014 
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http://www.esquiresolutions.com
http://www.ceb.com
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 Murphy Pearson Bradley & 
Feeney is an accomplished 
law fi rm specializing in trial 

practice, litigation and business 
counseling. We thrive on challenge 
and take pride in a track record 
built  on a vigorous,  strategic 
approach to resolving complex 
cases. Small enough to provide personal attention to every client, yet large 
enough to fully staff complex cases, our fi rm focuses our practice on professional 
liability, product liability, catastrophic injuries, intellectual property, white-collar 
defense, employment, taxation, and business.

 Our emphasis on client communication and advocacy is not limited to 
our litigation and trial practice. Over the years, we have built longstanding 
relationships with our clients, most of whom are sophisticated owners or senior 
managers of commercial enterprises or professional service organizations. In 
addition to dealing with their immediate legal problems, we also protect clients’ 
business interests, developing strategies for anticipating and avoiding risk and 
executing successful transactions.

Murphy Pearson Bradley & Feeney

www.mpbf.com

San Francisco  |  Los Angeles  |  Sacramento

Legal	  Malprac+ce	  Specialty	  

Murphy	  Pearson	  

Murphy	  Pearson	  Bradley	  &	  Feeney	  
is	   an	   accomplished	   law	   firm	  
specializing	   in	   trial	   prac+ce,	  
li+ga+on	   and	   business	   counseling.	  
We	   thrive	   on	   challenge	   and	   take	  
pride	   in	   a	   track	   record	   built	   on	   a	  
vigorous,	  strategic	  approach	  to.	  
resolving	   complex	   cases.	   Small	   enough	   to	   provide	   personal	  
aEen+on	   to	   every	   client,	   yet	   large	   enough	   to	   fully	   staff	   complex	  
cases,	  our	  firm	  focuses	  our	  prac+ce	  on	  professional	  liability,	  product	  
liability,	   catastrophic	   injuries,	   class	   ac+ons/mass	   torts,	   intellectual	  
property,	  white-‐collar	  defense,	  employment,	  taxa+on	  and	  business.	  
	  

Our	  emphasis	  on	  client	  communica+on	  and	  advocacy	  is	  not	  	  limited	  
to	   our	   li+ga+on	   and	   trial	   prac+ce.	   Over	   the	   years,	   we	   have	   built	  
longstanding	   rela+onships	   with	   our	   clients,	   most	   of	   whom	   are	  
sophis+cated	  owners	  or	  senior	  managers	  of	  commercial	  enterprises	  
or	   professional	   service	   organiza+ons.	   In	   addi+on	   to	   dealing	   with	  
their	   immediate	   legal	   problems,	   we	   also	   protect	   clients’	   business	  
interests,	   developing	   strategies	   for	   an+cipa+ng	   and	   avoiding	   risk	  
and	  execu+ng	  successful	  transac+ons.	  
	  

Murphy	  Pearson	  Bradley	  &	  Feeney	  
88	  Kearny	  Street,	  10th	  Floor	  
San	  Francisco,	  CA	  94108	  
415-‐788-‐1900	  
www.mpbf.com	  
	  

thebest
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LEGAL MALPRACTICE SPECIALTY

 For more than thirty years, Gilardi has been the nation’s leading expert in legal 
settlements and  claims administration.   We understand that our service is 
a personal one, and we are solely dedicated to serving the principles of due 

process and the needs of our clients.   In all instances, our promise to you is a 
commitment to customized solutions, transparency in our work and accountability 
to those we serve. 

Gilardi & Co, LLC
3301 Kerner Blvd
San Rafael, CA 94901
(415) 461-0410
www.gilardi.com

thebest
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CLASS ACTION CLAIMS 
ADMINISTRATION SERVICES

 McManis Faulkner, a leading 
Northern Cal ifornia tr ial 
fi rm, has represented clients 

in family law matters for more than 40 years. The fi rm’s Family Law Practice is 
highly regarded for its ability to resolve family legal issues with discretion and 
sensitivity, in addition to expertise. The practice regularly achieves successful 
outcomes for clients in matters such as marital and domestic partnership 
dissolutions, separation disputes, child custody, and “move away” and abduction 
issues (domestic and international).

McManis Faulkner combines a supporting, caring approach with strong, seasoned 
representation to create successful outcomes for all involved parties. The client 
benefits from the knowledge and experience of a team of lawyers, rather than 
a single attorney.

 Complementing the Family Law Practice are the firm's civil and business 
trial lawyers. The result is a powerful combination of family law sensibilities, 
business acumen, and courtroom trial experience.

Voted the #1 Family Law Firm fi ve years in a row

McMANIS FAULKNER
Fairmont Plaza, 10th Floor,
50 West San Fernando Street
San Jose, CA 95113
408.279.8700
www.mcmanislaw.com

thebest
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FAMILY LAW

 Founded in 2001, Infinite Public 
Relations (Infinite PR) is an 
award-winning international 

public relations agency that spe-
cializes in media relations for law 
and other professional services firms. The team, which includes attorneys and 
former journalists, uses creative storytelling, time-tested public relations 
methods, and an intimate knowledge of our clients’ businesses to strategically 
place them in top-tier publications and media outlets. Infinite PR knows what 
makes a good story and understands how to create compelling media pitches 
and communicate them effectively to the right audiences.

The firm’s West Coast headquarters is located in the heart of San Francisco’s 
Financial District. Positioned a short walk from the many law and financial 
services firms that it serves, Infinite PR also keeps its finger on the pulse of 
the business and legal issues that drive Silicon Valley, offering expertise in 
matters related to intellectual property, technology and wealth management.

Infi nite PR
400 Montgomery Street
Suite 800
San Francisco, CA 94104
415-732-7802
www.infi nitepr.com

thebest
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PUBLIC RELATIONS AGENCY

http://www.gilardi.com
http://www.mcmanislaw.com
http://www.mpbf.com
http://www.infinitepr.com
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 Barkley Court Reporters is one of 
the nation’s leading and largest 
providers of court reporting 

and related services. With offices 
in California, Nevada, Illinois and 
New York plus international offi ces in Paris, Hong Kong and Dubai, Barkley Court 
Reporters are experts in global deposition services.

We provide our clients with the most experienced, technically trained reporters 
in the industry. Whether for a deposition, hearing, or trial, Barkley Court Reporters 
provides the best reporter anytime, anywhere in the world. We specialize in 
multi-party, multi-jurisdiction and complex cases.

Using state-of-the-art technology that leverages an innovative “real-time” 
approach locally or remotely, we pride ourselves on having the fastest, most 
accurate realtime reporters in the industry. Ask for realtime with your next 
deposition and see what a difference it makes!

Barkley Court Reporters
Sandra Lee  SandraL@Barkley.com
Calendar: Calendar@Barkley.com
General Questions or assistance: Barkley@Barkley.com
Website: Barkley.com
Phone: (800) 222-1231

thebest
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COURT REPORTING 
& DEPOSITION PROVIDER

 JAMS is the largest private provider of alternative 
dispute resolution services. With Resolution 
Centers worldwide, JAMS and its nearly 300 

full-time, exclusive mediators and arbitrators are 
responsible for resolving the world’s most important 
cases. 

Areas of Expertise:
Antitrust, Bankruptcy, Business, Class Action, Commercial, Construction, 

Construction Defect, E-Discovery, Education, Employment, Engineering & Construction, 
Environment, Family, Financial Markets, Franchise, Government, Healthcare, Insurance/
Reinsurance, Intellectual Property, Landlord/Tenant, Lender Liability, Professional 
Malpractice, Marital Dissolution, Mass Tort, Partnership, Personal Injury, Probate, 
Product Liability, Public Policy, Real Estate, Securities, Toxic Tort, Trusts & Estates.

ADR Options:
Mediation, binding arbitration, neutral case evaluation, mock trials, temporary 

judges, special master, discovery referee, class action settlement adjudication, 
project neutral and dispute review board services.

Locations:
Atlanta, Boston, Chicago, Dallas, Denver, Greenbelt, Minneapolis, Inland Empire, 

Ireland, Las Vegas, London, Los Angeles, Miami, New 
York, Orange, Philadelphia, Sacramento, San Diego, San 
Francisco, Santa Monica, Santa Rosa, Seattle, Silicon 
Valley, Toronto, Walnut Creek and Washington, D.C.

JAMS
Resolving Disputes Worldwide
800.352.5267
www.jamsadr.com

thebest
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ALTERNATE DISPUTE RESOLUTION 
PROVIDER

 Ryder Smith Legal Search is a 
boutique California-based 
attorney recruitment agency, 

with recruiters in San Francisco 
and Los Angeles, specializing in the 
permanent placement of exceptional attorneys and attorney groups with client 
law fi rms and companies. Ryder Smith focuses on quickly matching clients with 
qualifi ed attorney candidates, and on making the right placement. The team’s 
diligence, professionalism, and knowledge of the legal market are unparalleled, 
and Ryder Smith is dedicated to making the placement process a seamless one 
for clients and candidates alike. For the past 5 years, Ryder Smith has been voted 
one of the top 2 lawyer placement agencies by readers of The Recorder.

Lee Kuhn, Esq. (Duke Law ‘02/Dartmouth College ’98) founded Ryder Smith Legal 
Search after heading up the San Francisco office of another well-established 
recruitment agency and practicing employment law with two international law 
firms. She is a member of the Bar Association of San Francisco, volunteers as 
a Court-Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) for a foster child, and is a director 
of a not-for-profit animal rescue organization.

Lee Kuhn
Ryder Smith Legal Search
388 Market Street, Suite 1300
San Francisco, California 94111
(415) 359-5111
www.rydersmithlegal.com
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LEGAL RECRUITER

 The UC Hastings International Law program 
prepares students to succeed on the global 
stage. For good reason: The International Law 

program is recognized as having one of the top 
faculty in the United States. In fact, the LL.M. in 
U.S. Legal Studies program earned The Recorder's 
Top Choice award, and attracts prestigious lawyers, 
judges, and academics from around the world. 

UC Hastings partners with an elite group of international law schools, giving 
students remarkable opportunities to study abroad. Students from across the 
Americas, Asia, Europe and everywhere in between find San Francisco an inviting 
city that help make studies more fulfilling and academically rich. On top that, 
our alumni network spans the globe, from East Asia to the Hague. We invite you 
to learn more today.

UC HASTINGS COLLEGE OF THE LAW
200 McAllister
San Francisco, CA 94102
415-565-4817
www.UCHastings.edu/global

thebest
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2014

LLM PROGRAM

http://www.uchastings.edu/global
http://www.rydersmithlegal.com
http://www.barkley.com
http://www.jamsadr.com
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Thank you for voting us

The Best Staffing Agency
and

The Best Contract Attorney Provider
for 2014!

© 2014 Robert Half Legal. An Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/D/V. 1110-5010. 

1.800.870.8367 | roberthalf.com/legal

We sincerely thank all The Recorder subscribers who voted Robert Half Legal  
“The Best Staffing Agency” and “The Best Contract Attorney Provider” for 2014.  

It’s an honor to be named #1 in both of these categories by the California legal community. 

Los Angeles  • Westwood  •  San Francisco 
 Oakland  •  Palo Alto  •  San Diego  

Best Structured Settlement Firm 

1. 360 Structured Settlement

2. Millennium Settlement Consulting

3. EPS Structured Settlement Group

Best Forensic Experts

1. Kroll Advisory

2. Stroz Friedberg

3. Economists Incorporated 

Best Messenger Service

1. One Legal 

2. Western Messenger 

3. Rapid Legal

“Rapid Legal always gets the job done. 
Even at the last minute I know my 

documents will get to the  
court and filed.”

Best Process Server

1. One Legal 

2. Rapid Legal 

3. A&A Legal Services 

Best New California Legal Service

1. Everlaw

2. LawPal

3. Lex Machina

I trust Everlaw to solve 
our biggest ediscovery 
problems.” 

“

— Steve W. Berman, managing partner  
    at Hagens Berman Sobol Shapiro

See why Steve 
loves Everlaw.

everlaw.com/df

http://www.everlaw.com/df
http://www.roberthalf.com/legal
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LITIGATION STRATEGY JURY RESEARCH TRIAL CONSULTING

SAN FRANCISCO 415.771.2161
ONE EMBARCADERO CENTER | 500 
SAN FRANCISCO CALIFORNIA 94111

DALLAS 214.520.3885
2911 TURTLE CREEK BLVD | 300

DALLAS TEXAS 75219

thebest

2014
THERECORDER

Best of Jury/Trial 
Consulting 
Service Providers THANK YOU!

Tara Trask and Associates would like to thank all of our 
clients for their continued trust and con�dence over the last 
two decades. Without their support, our success would not  
be possible. 

We are a full service, boutique trial consulting �rm specializing 
in complex commercial litigation. Our focus is disputes involving 
intellectual property, antitrust, securities, breach of contract 
and fraud. We also have extensive experience assisting both 
plaintiffs and defendants in products liability, insurance and oil 
and gas cases. 

Best Continuing Legal Education Provider

1. Continuing Education of the Bar

2. Bar Association of San Francisco

3. Practicing Law Institute (PLI)

Best LLM Program

1. University of CA Hastings 

2. University of CA Berkeley 

3. Stanford Law School

Best Legal Recruiter

1. Kerwin Associates 

2. Ryder Smith Legal Search 

3. Major Lindsey & Africa 

“Kerwin is a full service agency.  They 
get to know you and stay with you until 

your new job is inked.”

“Ryder Smith Legal Search is my 
choice for the best legal recruiting firm 
because they truly care about both the 
firm and the employee they are trying to 

place. It’s about making the best decision 
for everyone involved, and that’s why 

they got my vote!”

Best Staffing Agency

1. Robert Half Legal 

2. Hampton O’Bannon 

3. Kearney Boyle & Associates

http://www.sagetimeslips/specialoffer
http://www.taratrask.com
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 “Kearney Boyle & Associates are 
skilled recruiters who not only understand 
our needs and present quality candidates 
time after time; they are very pleasant to 

work with!”

Best Contract Attorney Provider

1. Robert Half Legal 

2. Special Counsel 

3. Hudson Legal 

Best Public Relations Agency 

1. Blattel Communications 

2. Infinte PR 

3. Berbay Corp

“Blattell offers personalized services 
and knows the Bay Area media inside 

and out.”

“Blattel Communication provides 
thorough, smart and focused assistance.  

They are always there for us.”

“Jesse and Zach at Infinite PR are 
always thinking at least one step 

beyond what we ask of them. They aim 
to impress and deliver! “

“Berbay has provided our firm with 
great insight into the marketing of legal 
services which has assisted our firm in 
an area that we had not been engaged 

in previously.”

Esquire combines responsive service, impeccable quality, 
and powerful technology to help our clients get more 
out of every deposition:

• Global Court Reporting Coverage
• Advanced Legal Video Services
• Certified Realtime Reporters
• Complete Support for Arbitrations 

and Mediations
• Streaming Depositions
• Synchronized Video

• Secure Online Transcript and Video 
Repository

• Portable Videoconferencing and 
Internet Depositions

• Interpreters and Conference Suites
• Complex Litigation Support

One call or click to schedule anywhere     800.211.DEPO or www.esquiresolutions.com

World-class deposition services
wherever the case takes you

Paperless Depositions Powered By eDepoze

Your Local San Francisco Esquire Team

http://www.esquiresolutions.com
http://www.veenfirm.com
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Each year The Recorder - Northern California’s most trusted source of objective news, news analysis, commentary and insightful practice-specifi c 

guidance for the legal marketplace - recognizes 50 of California’s most authoritative women who have contributed to the practice, business and 

advancement of legal issues in the previous year. 2014’s awards honor women lawyers who are handling game-changing, law-shaping, market-moving 

work in and around the technology sector. Honorees will be profi led in a special supplement published and posted to The Recorder site on September 

22nd and honored in-person at an awards reception on September 23rd at the JW Marriott San Francisco. 

RECOGNIZING CALIFORNIA’S WOMEN LEADERS IN TECH LAW

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2014  |  6-9pm  |  JW MARRIOTT  |  SAN FRANCISCO

For sponsorship opportunities contact Charlie Shively - (415)490-1054  |  cshively@alm.com

CONGRATULATIONS TO THIS YEAR’S WINNERS
SALLY ABEL
Fenwick & West

VALERIE ALABANZA-CARY
Juniper Networks

ANNETTE HURST
Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliff e

ASHLIE BERINGER
Facebook

JILLISA BRONFMAN
Verizon

MARCIA CHANG
Hewlett -Packard

ALICA DEL VALLE
SanDisk

JENNIFER FONNER FITCHEN
Cooley

ROBIN FELDMAN
Hasti ngs College of the Law

DIANE HOLT FRANKLE
Kaye Scholer

KATHRYN FRITZ
Fenwick & West

ANIRMA GUPTA
Intuit

LISA HARRINGTON
NBCUniversal Media

JUDITH HASKO
Latham & Watkins

CYNTHIA HESS
Fenwick & West

GABRIELLE HIGGINS
Ropes & Gray

MARY HUSER
BlackBerry

BARB IZZO
Intel Capital

JAN KANG
AOpti x

HEIDI KEEFE
Cooley

NOREEN KRALL
Apple

RACHEL KREVANS
Morrison Foerster

VICTORIA LEE
DLA Piper

MICHELLE LEE
U.S. Patent & Trademark Offi  ce

ALLISON LEOPOLD TILLEY
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pitt man

MONIQUE LIBURD
Google

CECILY MAK
Flipboard

JULIE MAR-SPINOLA
Finjan Holdings

VICTORIA MAROULIS
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan

STEWART MCDOWELL
Gibson Dunn & Crutcher

SALIMA MERANI
Knobbe Martens Olson & Bear

CATHARINA MIN
Reed Smith

LAURA NORRIS
Santa Clara University School of Law

LEAH POYNTER
Cisco Systems

SASHA RAO
Bingham McCutchen

MICHELLE RAVN APPELQVIST
SanDisk

ROSEMARIE RING
Munger, Tolles & Olson

ANNIE ROGASKI
HIPLegal

JANE ROSS
Weil, Gotshal & Manges

LAURA SEIGLE
Irell & Manella

STEFANI SHANBERG
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati 

DOMINIQUE SHELTON
Alston & Bird

STEPHANIE SKAFF
Farella Braun + Martel

JOYCE SMITH
Baker & McKenzie

ALLISON SPINNER
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati 

QUYEN TA
Keker & Van Nest

EMILY WARD
eBay

HILARY WARE
Netf lix

BOBBIE WILSON
Perkins Coie

MALLUN YEN
RPX

PLATINUM SPONSORS GOLD SPONSORS COCKTAIL RECEPTION  SPONSORS

mailto:cshively@alm.com
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Graphics & Technology for Litigation 

510.350.7616

11 Embarcadero West #215, Oakland, CA 94607

www.cogentlegal.com

Thank You For Voting
Cogent Legal  

Best Courtroom 
Presentation 
Provider

Graphics & Technology for Litigation Graphics & Technology for Litigation Graphics & Technology for Litigation Graphics & Technology for Litigation Graphics & Technology for Litigation Graphics & Technology for Litigation Graphics & Technology for Litigation Graphics & Technology for Litigation Graphics & Technology for Litigation Graphics & Technology for Litigation Graphics & Technology for Litigation Graphics & Technology for Litigation Graphics & Technology for Litigation Graphics & Technology for Litigation Graphics & Technology for Litigation Graphics & Technology for Litigation Graphics & Technology for Litigation Graphics & Technology for Litigation Graphics & Technology for Litigation Graphics & Technology for Litigation Graphics & Technology for Litigation Graphics & Technology for Litigation Graphics & Technology for Litigation Graphics & Technology for Litigation Graphics & Technology for Litigation Graphics & Technology for Litigation Graphics & Technology for Litigation 

ProviderProviderProviderProviderProviderProviderProviderProviderProviderProviderProviderProviderProviderProviderProviderProviderProviderProviderProviderProviderProvider

Best Advertising Agency

1. The Dalton Agency 

2. Right Hat 

3. Bothwell 

Best Law Firm Business Intelligence

1. Thomson Reuters Monitor Suite 

2. Kroll Advisory Solutions

3. HBR Consulting

Best Alternative Dispute Resolution Provider

1. JAMS 

2. ADR 

3. Bar Association of San Francisco

JAMS provides the highest caliber 
retired judges who are expert at settling 

cases—efficiently and with great insight. 
They are always worth our investment.

“I selected The Bar Association of San 
Francisco’s Mediation Services because 

they prove that you don’t have to pay 
exhorbitant prices for exceptional 

mediation services. BASF does great 
work in the community and I like that by 
using their services I am supporting the 

good works that they do.”

http://www.cogentlegal.com
http://www.kccllc.com
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P E R S O N A L  AT T E N T I O N

T H O U G H T F U L  L I T I G AT I O N

F I N A L  R E S O LU T I O NF
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575 Market Street  |  Suite 4000  |  SF, CA  94105  |  415.834.1120     www.sflg.com

, . .FAMILY LAW GROUP P C

We handle cases ranging from complex financial We handle cases ranging from complex financial 
issues and extensive marital estates to high issues and extensive marital estates to high 
conflict custody matters. We work closely with conflict custody matters. We work closely with 
accountants, appraisers, psychologists and accountants, appraisers, psychologists and 
economists to ensure a comprehensive approach.economists to ensure a comprehensive approach.

• American Academy of Matrimonial • American Academy of Matrimonial 
Lawyers FellowLawyers Fellow

• Board Certified Family Law Specialist• Board Certified Family Law Specialist

• Special Designation by fellow lawyers • Special Designation by fellow lawyers 
as a “Super Lawyer”as a “Super Lawyer”

Divorce

Domestic 
Partner  
Dissolution

Separation

Property  
& Pension  
Distribution

Alimony

Custody

Visitation

Child  
Support

Restraining 
Orders

Paternity

Pre-Marital  
Agreements

Post-Divorce  
Disputes

Modification 
of Orders

Appeals

PRACTICE AREAS

We are proud to be 
recognized as one of   

The Recorder’s  
2014 Best Family  

Law Firms.

Kerwin Associates (KA) specializes in revolutionizing legal search. 
Our clients - corporate legal departments, startups, and law firms - are 
located in one of the most innovative technology centers in the world. 
They demand the ultimate in talent and excellence. They seek individuals 
who are intellectually precise, rise to strategic challenges, exceed 
expectations and demonstrate business acumen.
When servicing the most sophisticated and revolutionary of clients, we 
aim to mirror what they seek in their talent. We strive for excellence by 
pioneering innovative search techniques and closely partnering with all 
of our clients. For these reasons, KA has built extensive relationships with 
some of the most fascinating companies and legal teams in the world. Our 
clients, like us, are passionate about their greatest resource - people. 

Anne@kerwin.com
Anne Kerwin Payne

Kathleen@kerwin.com
Kathleen Britschgi

Danielle@kerwin.com
Danielle Ryan

Courtney@kerwin.com
Courtney Matteson

Maddie@kerwin.com
Maddie Payne

“Connecting People, Building Teams”
Leaders in Executive Legal  Search

Please reach out to us directly to learn more about our
recruiting services or the legal market in general.  

1733 Woodside Rd., Suite 260 Redwood City, CA 94061  650-326-6565  www.kerwin.com

Best Independent Mediator 
(not associated with a neutrals organization) 

1. Shirish Gupta, Flashpoint

2. Diana Richmond, Sideman & Bancroft

3. Charlotte Venner, Carr & Venner ADR

Best Personal Injury Law Firm

1. Lieff Cabraser Heimann & Bernstein LLP

2. Strick Law Offices

3. The Veen Firm

“I’ve known Larry Strick for more than 
thirty years, sharing space with him for 
more than 10 years. He is bright, very 

hard working-a true believer in 
protecting and advancing his clients’ 

rights with great integrity. “ 

“When my daughter was given 10X the 
prescribed dosage of medicine due to 
non-existent drugstore oversight, and 
ended up in the hospital emergency 
room, Larry Strick not only provided 
easy, compassionate counsel, but 

because my daughter was a teenager, 
he took a substantially reduced 

contingency payment. The settlement 
paid for all her medical costs and care 

as well as a substantial amount for pain 
and suffering. “

“The Veen Firm is an amazing, 
dedicated group of professionals. They 

deserve the highest of accolades.”

Kerwin Associates (KA) specializes in revolutionizing legal search. 
Our clients - corporate legal departments, startups, and law firms - are 
located in one of the most innovative technology centers in the world. 
They demand the ultimate in talent and excellence. They seek individuals 
who are intellectually precise, rise to strategic challenges, exceed 
expectations and demonstrate business acumen.
When servicing the most sophisticated and revolutionary of clients, we 
aim to mirror what they seek in their talent. We strive for excellence by 
pioneering innovative search techniques and closely partnering with all 
of our clients. For these reasons, KA has built extensive relationships with 
some of the most fascinating companies and legal teams in the world. Our 
clients, like us, are passionate about their greatest resource - people. 

Anne@kerwin.com
Anne Kerwin Payne

Kathleen@kerwin.com
Kathleen Britschgi

Danielle@kerwin.com
Danielle Ryan

Courtney@kerwin.com
Courtney Matteson

Maddie@kerwin.com
Maddie Payne

“Connecting People, Building Teams”
Leaders in Executive Legal  Search

Please reach out to us directly to learn more about our
recruiting services or the legal market in general.  

1733 Woodside Rd., Suite 260 Redwood City, CA 94061  650-326-6565  www.kerwin.com

Kerwin Associates (KA) specializes in revolutionizing legal search. 
Our clients - corporate legal departments, startups, and law firms - are 
located in one of the most innovative technology centers in the world. 
They demand the ultimate in talent and excellence. They seek individuals 
who are intellectually precise, rise to strategic challenges, exceed 
expectations and demonstrate business acumen.
When servicing the most sophisticated and revolutionary of clients, we 
aim to mirror what they seek in their talent. We strive for excellence by 
pioneering innovative search techniques and closely partnering with all 
of our clients. For these reasons, KA has built extensive relationships with 
some of the most fascinating companies and legal teams in the world. Our 
clients, like us, are passionate about their greatest resource - people. 

Anne@kerwin.com
Anne Kerwin Payne

Kathleen@kerwin.com
Kathleen Britschgi

Danielle@kerwin.com
Danielle Ryan

Courtney@kerwin.com
Courtney Matteson

Maddie@kerwin.com
Maddie Payne

“Connecting People, Building Teams”
Leaders in Executive Legal  Search

Please reach out to us directly to learn more about our
recruiting services or the legal market in general.  

1733 Woodside Rd., Suite 260 Redwood City, CA 94061  650-326-6565  www.kerwin.com

http://www.sflg.com
http://www.kirwin.com
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STRICK
Law Offices

Proud to be Recognized Best
in Personal Injury

Offices in Marin and San Francisco
415-721-1200    888-529-0909

www.stricklaw.com

Thank You! 

(415) 477-1930 
www.kbajobs.com 

Kearney . Boyle  &  Associates is honored to be 
recognized by our colleagues and clients as 

  

“The Best Staffing Agency” 
 

Thank you for being a partner in our success! 
 

 
Kearney . Boyle  &  Associates, Inc. 

Best Family Law Firm

1. McManis Faulkner

2. Sideman & Bancroft 

3. Schoenberg Family Law Group 

“McManis Faulkner is a charismatic 
family of talented individuals. Each 

person within the firm holds him/her 
selves to a high standard of integrity and 

professionalism.”

Best Legal Malpractice Specialty

1. Murphy Pearson Bradley & Feeney 

2. Long & Levit LLP

3. Hinshaw & Culbertson

I have met with a number of lawyers 
and staff members from Murphy Pearson 
Bradley & Feeney. They are professional 
and knowledgeable and immediately put 

clients at ease. Thank you for asking!

http://www.stricklaw.com
http://www.kbajobs.com
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CALLING ALL INNOVATORS
This year, The Recorder is recognizing the industry’s leading innovators. If you or someone you know is shaking things up, we 

want to hear from you. We are looking for the people who had the light-bulb moment that led to a new way of doing things. It 

could be a new process that saves clients time and money. Or makes your practice or company more profitable. Or helps your 

nonprofit deliver its services more effectively. Or helps juries, or judges, see things more clearly. Maybe it’s an idea for improving 

the organization – how it hires, how it operates, how much it charges, and how it collects. Maybe it’s a tool that lets lawyers and 

clients work together better. Maybe it’s a new legal theory that birthed a new practice or a new type of transaction.

Nominate now at http://at.law.com/Innovators2014

TIMELINE:

NOMINATIONS OPEN:  JULY 21    |    NOMINATIONS CLOSE:  AUGUST 25

WINNERS ANNOUNCED:  OCTOBER 24    |    AWARDS RECEPTION:  DECEMBER 8

QUESTIONS?

Email associate editor James Cronin at jcronin@alm.com or call 415-490-9934

1.    Fill out the survey linked below, being sure to include specific examples of results from your innovation.

2.    We are looking for California-based legal innovators from all size  organizations including law firms, legal services 
vendors, in-house legal departments, non-profits and government. Your role may be an associate, partner, managing 
partner, general counsel, non-lawyer, etc.— in other words, all roles and tenure are encouraged to participate.

3.    If credit for the innovation does not belong to just one person, you can name up to three.

4.    We are interested in the latest innovations but since it takes time to launch a new endeavor, tell us about the results you’ve 
seen since the start of 2013.

RULES: 

AN EVENTRECOGNITION

http://at.law.com/Innovators2014
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www.kerwin.com
650-326-6565 

1733 Woodside Rd., Suite 260
Redwood City, CA 94061

“Connecting People, Building Teams”
Leaders in Executive Legal  Search

Anne@kerwin.com
Anne Kerwin Payne

Kathleen@kerwin.com
Kathleen Britschgi

Danielle@kerwin.com
Danielle Ryan

Courtney@kerwin.com
Courtney Matteson

Maddie@kerwin.com
Maddie Payne

For over 25 years, the Kerwin Associates team has been committed to 
connecting our sophisticated and revolutionary clients with the best and 
brightest of the legal profession. We could not continue to do the work we 
most enjoy without the support of our candidates, clients, and the larger
legal community. Our business is about people and people are what matter.  

Kerwin Associates is deeply honored to be named the 

#1 Legal Recruiting Firm

We are grateful for all of those 
who have supported our services.

http://www.kerwin.com



